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McGuire Development Donates Houses for Fire Training
AMHERST, N.Y. – McGuire Development Company, a local commercial development, brokerage and property management firm recently donated two vacant houses on its property at Maple and Ayer Roads in Amherst to be used in Live Fire training evaluations, which were held on May 17th and 19th.

A total of 75 volunteer firefighters from the East Amherst, Swormville, Getzville, Williamsville and Akron participated in the scenarios, which re-enforced the practical application of fire suppression, rescue and ventilation techniques. 

All of the training was supervised by Nationally Certified State Fire Instructors under the direction of Chief James Quigley of the East Amherst Fire Department and complied with the National Fire Protection Association's (NFPA) 1403 Standard for Live Fire Training. “Opportunities to train in these types of structures are extremely rare, and the value of such training is immeasurable,” stated Mike Secor, assistant chief, East Amherst Fire Department. “These live fire evolutions are the closest thing to a real fire that many volunteers will ever get to train in.”

Because of the NFPA's stringent requirements, the training can be done safely, which is why fire departments will often take these opportunities when they become available. 

At the end of the two days, the fire companies were able to safely execute approximately 16 fires, 8 per house, with no injuries and countless lessons learned. “We were pleased to be able to donate the houses for such a valuable training exercise,” stated James Dentinger, president of McGuire Development Company. “It is wonderful to know that the benefits of this training exercise will help save future lives and properties within our communities.”
McGuire Development Company is currently in the process of removing the third house on the property to make way for the initiation of a 40,000-square-foot medically focused build-to-suit facility. The structure will be designed as a one-stop destination for multiple disciplines. It will mirror many of McGuire’s other destination-style facilities including Omni Pain & Wellness Center in Hamburg, Wehrle Professional Center in Williamsville, 400 International Drive in Williamsville, Derby Professional Park in Derby and the pediatric focused facility that is at home on the contiguous property at 1800 Maple Road in Amherst. More information on the build-to-suit opportunities can be obtained by calling 829-1900. 
 Photographs of the exercise can be viewed at ecfwire.org.
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